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Thanks so much, Hannah. At The Forks we have an ambitious vision: Target Zero – zero waste and zero emissions.  
  
Each Canadian produces 36.1 metric tonnes of waste per year, equivalent to filling 10 hot tubs.   Over 10 years into our Target Zero commitment, we are fostering a healthier community and creating new opportunities for our planet, our employees, our neighbours, and now, students. Manitoba ranked 5th in Canada for waste production in 2018, generating nearly one million metric tonnes.   
  
One million metric tonnes is a massive amount. To put it into context, imagine a line of 100,000 regular-sized shipping containers, each filled to the brim with trash, headed for the landfill. These are big numbers, but they highlight the impact we can have through programs like target zero.  
   
Through annual waste audits, we know that over 80 per cent of our waste from food producers, restaurants, and other businesses on our 54-acre site is compostable and knew there was an opportunity there.  Since then, there has been a 48 per cent increase in the amount of diverted waste in Canada, which shows commitment from us Canadians to compost more.   
 
We knew we could create a positive change on the site, so we started a compost program at The Forks using an in-vessel composter called the BIOvator. The BIOvator can break down organic waste within days and creates a nutrient-rich compost that can be used for our gardens… reducing our carbon footprint.  
By repurposing food waste, we can proactively protect our environment and help empower others to make eco-friendly choices. By educating visitors and tenants about our composting program, among other intentional waste diversion tactics like implementing a staffed waste sorting station and encouraging dine-in at The Forks Market by supplying all restaurant tenants with dishware, utensils and centralized dishwashing service, the amount of organic waste hitting the trash on-site has decreased by 40 per cent.  
  
The Forks composts 510 metric tonnes of organic waste per year… that is like filling 17 full sized dump trucks.  By composting this waste, we've avoided releasing 970 metric tonnes of greenhouse gasses, equivalent to taking 210 cars off the road for a year.  So far, we've saved $53,000, in waste hauling fees, by processing organic waste on site, rather than paying to send it to the dump. To secure a sustainable future, we need to keep momentum going to inspire others to take environmental action.   
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